
CITY OF OVID         DRAFT 
REGULAR MEETING  
MARCH 14, 2022 
 
Mayor Pro-Tem opened the regular meeting at 7:00 p.m. and led the pledge of allegiance. 
 
ROLL CALL: Ordiway, Williams, Hibbard, Starn, Brown and Perrien 
ABSENT:  Mr. Lasher. 
EX OFFICIOS:  Present:  Ron Gwizdala – Chief of Police, Rich Simpson – DPW Superintendent, Liza Kusnier- 
Treasurer and Josy Medina – Clerk. 
VISITORS: Deb Price, Kam Washburn, Val Vail-Shirey and Chris Stewart. 
 
AGENDA:  A motion was made by Mr. Williams, second by Mr. Brown to approve the agenda as printed. 
   MOTION CARRIED 
GUEST:  County Commissioner Kam Washburn updated the council on the positions that will be opening due to 
persons retiring.  The county Clerk, Sherriff, & Deputy Sherriff will be retiring this year.  He also informed the 
Council on the upcoming meeting that will take place on Wednesday the 16th regarding the broadband issue.  It is 
the number 1 communication that every commissioner had all through Covid.  We did fund a study to see what the 
broadband issue was in Clinton County.  Out of the study there were over 2500 persons that responded to the 
survey.   Now, two years ago, we passed the 911 millage in Clinton County. The new system is up and running.  
They are still working out some issues.  He also reported that they voted to open the 4-H fairgrounds this year 
after being closed for 2 years due to Covid and they also will be opening the Smith Hall.     
 
Mr. Washburn announced his retirement after 43 years of public service to Duplain Township and Clinton County.  
He also introduced Val Vail-Shirey as the person he will be indorsing for the position.  He mentioned that Mr. Larry 
Martin was his mentor.  He talked about all the Commissioner’s district have been redistrict in the region.  City of 
Ovid’s district was #77 and now it is #75.   
 
Mayor Pro-Tem thanked him for his service to the community.   
 
MINUTES:  Discussion was held.  A motion was made by Mr. Brown, second by Mr. Starn to approve the minutes 
of Regular meeting held on February 14, 2022 as corrected. 
   MOTION CARRIED  
CHECK REGISTRY:  A motion was made by Mr. Brown, second by Mr. Williams to approve the check/invoice 
registry for checks in the period of February 16th thru March 15, 2022.         
 MOTION CARRIED 
PUBLIC COMMENT:  Mrs. Vail-Shirey lives in Victor Township.  She will be retiring from the State House of 
Representatives in December 2022.  She hopes to bring her knowledge to the County.   
 
TREASURER:  Ms. Kusnier asked if anyone had any question on her report.  All okay. 
 
POLICE:  Chief Gwizdala reported that the radios are in and running.  We noticed that they don’t work well in the 
building.  We have to go outside to have them work.  Discussion was held and no further questions were asked. 
 
DPW:  Mr. Simpson asked if there were any questions on his report.  No questions were asked.  He informed the 
council that he will be in class starting tomorrow until Friday.  Mr. Simpson requested permission to have his 
remaining leave time rolled over when he gets to his anniversary date.  Discussion was held.  A motion was made 
by Mr. Williams, second by Miss Hibbard to roll over the remaining leave time for Rich Simpson at the time of 
his anniversary.   
   MOTION CARRIED 
A motion was made by Mr. Williams, second by Mr. Ordiway to accept the Treasurer, Police & DPW reports as 
presented. 
   MOTION CARRIED 



NEW BUSINESS:   
1. Mr. Simpson requested permission to purchase 30 gallons of mosquito spray so that we can save 6% of 

the cost if we order early.  Discussion was held.  A motion was made by Mr. Brown, second by Mr. Starn 
to authorize Mr. Simpson to order the mosquito spray as requested.   

MOTON CARRIED 
2. Discussion was held on the inspections for our two bridges by ROWE.  A motion was made by Mr. Brown, 

second by Miss Hibbard to have ROWE inspect the two bridges. 
MOTION CARRIED 

3. Mrs. Kusnier reported that she received an email from MIDHHS (Michigan Department of Health & 
Human Services) asking if the city would partner with them on this program.  This is to assist residents on 
the water.  MIDHHS are the ones that will be doing the majority of the work and pay us the funds on the 
persons that apply & qualify for assistance through the program. Discussion was held.  A motion was 
made by Mr. Brown, second by Mr. Williams to partner with the MIDHHS on the Low-Income 
Household Water Assistance Program and to authorize the Mayor Pro-Tem to sign. 

MOTION CARRIED 
4. Discussion was held on upgrading the City’s phone system.  This would include New Look to do the wire 

work with the ethernet.  A motion was made by Brown, second by Miss Hibbard to accept the proposal 
from Day Starr to update the city’s phone system and New Look to do the work for the ethernet and to 
authorize the Mayor Pro-Tem to sign the agreement to do this change. 

MOTION CARRIED 
OLD BUSINESS 

1. Mayor Pro-Tem stated that the Clerk placed the new list of Committee & Boards of Commissions to 
everyone.  Mr. Brown asked to add his name to the library.  The Clerk noted it. 
 

2. Mayor Pro-Tem reported that she had spoken with Mayor Lasher.  He asked what we think about the 
proposal language and if we need to raise the millage rate or leave it the way it is.  We will take action in 
April being that the deadline to file with the County Clerk is April 26th at 4 PM.   

 
FINANCE:   

1. Miss Hibbard reported that the committee met and that they created two new job descriptions  
with a pay scale.  One for DPW Seasonal and DPW Full Part-Time.   
 
Mayor Pro-Tem reported that the mileage reimbursement hasn’t been changed by resolution since 2004.  
We currently are at .51 cents per mile and the current IRS Standard mileage is at .58 per mile.  What we 
are recommending is that we change the personnel policy in section 8.5 to reflect what the IRS is and not 
by resolution and to add the language to include that we will pay mileage reimbursement to for travel for 
seminars, training & all city work duties.  An example for all city work duties is; if Rich needs to use his 
personal truck for the day, he would be reimbursed whereas before we didn’t have it described in the 
personnel policy in section 8.5.   Miss Hibbard will give the Clerk the language to amend the personnel 
policy.   
 
Discussion was held as to why would we have to hire only 18-year-old and older to work for the city.  Miss 
Hibbard will look into that.  Then we talked about the Election Inspectors:  Miss Hibbard reported that she 
viewed some other municipalities to see what they pay their inspectors and we are very low compared to 
them.  Therefore, we recommend that we change our pay rate for our Election Inspectors from $10.60 to 
$13 per hour and the Election Chairperson would receive $14 per hour with no stipend.   
 
Miss Hibbard asked if the Clerk had a job description for Election Workers.  The Clerk replied that their 
description is set by the State of Michigan Election Bureau.  A motion was made by Mr. Williams, second 
by Mr. Starn change the language in the personnel policy in section 8.5 and then to accept the two new 
job descriptions and the pay scales for the DPW Seasonal and DPW Full Part-Time employees as 
presented and to accept the mileage reimbursement rate of .58 per mile and to accept the increase on 
the Election Inspectors pay rate as discussed.  Roll call was taken as follows:  YEAS:  Mr. Ordiway, Miss 



Hibbard, Mr. Williams, Mr. Starn and Mr. Brown.  NAYS:  None.  ABSENT:  Mr. Lasher & ABSTAIN:  Ms. 
Perrien. 
   MOTION CARRIED 
Discussion was held on the new patrol vehicle.  A motion was made by Mr. Williams, second by Mr. 
Brown to authorize the Chief of Police to purchase the new patrol vehicle when it becomes available.   
   MOTION CARRIED 
PARK & REC./HALLS & GROUNDS:  Miss Hibbard reported that they met with the new Softball/Baseball 
group to discuss maintenance & use of Ackley & Little League fields they also asked about the restrooms if 
they would be available.  If they can’t be opened then they will be in need of a port a pot at both 
locations.  We did tell them that the city would pay for the first month.  They also requested funding for 
help to purchase the materials and equipment for the fields, like moon dust, studs and bases.  
 
Mayor Pro-Tem asked that the Clerk order them for April 1st.  There also was discussion on if they could 
do the mowing if the city wasn’t able to get to it.  We told them that it could be allowed on a case-by-case 
situation as long as they complete a waiver form then we would be good with that.   
 
Mayor Pro-Tem spoke with Mayor Lasher today and he did say that we do have money in our park & rec. 
fund for expenses like this request.  The city has to purchase said equipment and this is all for the 
community.  Discussion was held.  A motion was made by Brown, second by Miss Hibbard to spend up to 
$2,500 for equipment for Ackley & Little League fields and purchased by the city.  
   MOTION CARRIED 
OMESA:  Mr. Williams reported that the 800 MHz radios are in.  We also talked about getting a new 
payroll system through BS&A for Mr. Palen. 
 
PLANNING COMMISSION:  Mr. Starn reported that they met on Monday the 7th, and he asked if anyone 
had questions on the minutes that were in the packet. 
 
LIBRARY:  Mr. Brown reported that they are doing good, and the two new Head Liberian & Co-Liberian are 
working out well.  They also talked about if they will continue our service with Air Server, or do we look 
for someone else to service our HVAC system because that contract is coming up soon.   
 
BOARD OF REVIEW:  Mrs. Price reported that they will be having their Board of Review meeting 
tomorrow from 9 am to 3 pm and Friday from 3 pm to 9 pm.  She also reported that last year the city had 
voted to merge all three entities City of Ovid, Ovid Township & Middlebury Township as one Board of 
Review group and Middlebury voted also to do that but Ovid Township decided not to go with that idea. 
 
CAASA:  Mr. Brown reported that they had discussion on per capita.  They also are waiting on the new 
Ford chassis for the ambulance, and we will be meeting on March 17, 2022.   
 
ANNOUNCEMENT:  Mr. Brown informed the council that his son won State for FFA on conduct on 
meetings. 
 
Mr. Chris Stewart introduced himself as a candidate for the State Representative in District 75.  He taught 
leadership for the NCAA across the country.  He has been in agriculture and a conservationist all his life.  
He was a teacher and owns his small business.  So, he understands the economic status of our country.  
You can find him at friendsofchrisstewart on Facebook and his phone number for the campaign is 267-
714-8837 if anyone would like to get in touch with him.  His email is friendsofchrisstewart75@gmail.com. 
He is from Bath MI and was the Chairman of the Clinton County GOP. 
 
A motion was made by Mr. Brown, second by Miss Hibbard to close the meeting at 8:37pm. 
 
Josefina Medina, Clerk 
City of Ovid 
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